
A prayer of an African woman





‘I am a woman created in the image of God with dignity


and virtues, formed by the very hands of God,


given life by God’s breath.





I am a woman, farmer, cook, housewife and neighbour


I work from morning till late at night, sow and reap


under the burning sun, go off with heavy burdens


and return home to feed my family.





I am a woman, a heart of my family, I am loved


and yet oppressed, held in esteem and still considered


inferior, caressed and yet beaten, indispensable


and still overlooked.





I am a woman.  Lord you created me and


you know me.  You know me by name, you 


listen to me, when the world refuses to understand me.





You know all my worries, you see my tears


and hear my sighs, you are everything to me.


With you, Lord, there is hope.


In you I want always to put my trust as a woman.’





 Laura Katwesigye, Uganda


 In ‘Even Angels Tread Softly’ MU poetry anthology














We believe in God





…We believe in God who calls us to celebrate 


and dance;


to scatter to all corners of the earth


to do justice for all peoples;


to respect and embrace the whole of her creation;


to see ourselves in the other.


We believe in God who fills us with her power to do


what is required of us.





Part of the Creed at the Closing Service of the 


International Anglican Women’s Network, (www. iawn.org)











A modern miracle





Loving God


we pray for a modern miracle,


to make poverty history rather than the latest news.


The Millennium Development Goals are a great idea


but we need to make them reality.


We need to:


eradicate poverty – so equip us Lord


achieve universal primary education – so teach us Lord


reduce child mortality – so help us Lord


promote gender equality and empower women – so enable us Lord


improve maternal health – so give us wisdom Lord


combat HIV and AIDS, malaria and other diseases – so guide us Lord


ensure environmental sustainability – so protect us Lord


develop a global partnership for development – so inspire us Lord.





May we support families world wide


through our prayers, programmes and policy work;


empower them to know their rights,


give them dignity and quality of life,


that in confidence they build strong, local communities.





May we demand that UK, G8 governments and Commission for Africa


listen to grassroots voices and keep to their promises,


so that together in God’s name


we can make poverty history before 2015.  Amen 


  


MU ‘Encompass’, Autumn 2004




















What does love look like?





What does love look like?


	It has the hands to help others,


It has the feet to hasten to the poor and needy,


It has the eyes to see misery and want


It has the ears to hears the sighs and sorrows of men.


This is what love looks like.











The Church in the world





I pray that they may all be one, Father!  May they be in us, just as you are in me and I am in you.  May they be one, so that the world will believe that you sent me.





From John 17





HIV and AIDS





We pray for all who are shunned 


and condemned,


all who fear for their children’s future,


all who are isolated and alone,


all who are denied treatment


and all who are abused.


Give them the assurance of your 


unfailing love.





Pray for…those affected by HIV and AIDS


MU prayer card





Asylum seekers and refugees





Lord Jesus,


watch over all families


who have been forced to leave


their homes and communities


through war, oppression or poverty.


Protect them on their journeys


and bring them safely to the place 


where you would have them be.


May they feel welcomed and respected 


in the communities they join.  


Amen





‘The Prayers We Breathe’ MU























